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Law of the Month – January 
Snowmobiles
Hello everyone and Happy New Years! It is officially, the time of year where we see snowmobiles out and about. While we hope you all have fun and snowmobile safely, there are, of course, a few rules to keep in mind while snowmobiling this year. First of all, all snowmobiles that are being kept in Wisconsin for more than 15 consecutive days must be registered. Unless there is an exception, your registration must show your current registration decals on both sides of the cowling. There are a few exemptions where you wouldn’t need to register your snowmobile:
· The snowmobile is registered under a DNR agreement with a federally registered Indian tribe or band and operated for less than 15 days off the registration boundary. 
· The snowmobile is owned by the United States or a political subdivision of the state. The name and owner of the snowmobile must be displayed on the cowling. 
· The snowmobile displays current out of state registration and a valid Wisconsin Non-resident snowmobile trail pass.
· The snowmobile is used for racing at a racing facility. 
For more information on registration, registration types, fees, or how to register your snowmobile, visit: https://widnr.widen.net/s/gmes43nhcy 
Also, remember to never drink alcohol and drive a snowmobile. Even while on a snowmobile, you can still be pulled over and charged with Operating While Intoxicated. Just remember, when you are on public land using a snowmobile, you automatically consent to give either a breathalyzer or blood test if needed by an officer. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Make sure all lighting on your vehicle is fully functional prior to operating in periods of darkness or low light. Lastly, while out and about on the trails this year, remember to stay on the trails. Please respect other peoples’ yards, and don’t drive through other peoples’ private property. Have a fun and safe time to all snowmobilers!

350.12 Registration of snowmobiles; trail use stickers. 
(1) REGISTRATION REQUIREMENT. After January 1, 1970, no person shall operate, and no owner shall give permission for the operation of any snowmobile within this state unless the operation of the snowmobile complies with sub. (3) (a) 1. or (5) (cm) or is exempt from registration. No political subdivision shall have authority to register or license snowmobiles. 
(2) EXEMPTION. A snowmobile is exempt from registration if it is one of the following: (a) Owned by the United States, another state or a political subdivision thereof, but such snowmobiles shall display the name of the owner on the cowling thereof. (b) Covered by a valid registration in another state, province or country, provided there is some identification of registration displayed on the snowmobile and it has not been in this state for more than 15 consecutive days. (bm) Covered by a valid registration of a federally recognized American Indian tribe or band, if all of the following apply: 1. The registration program of the tribe or band is covered by an agreement under s. 23.35. 2. The snowmobile displays the registration decal required by the tribe or band. 3. The snowmobile has not been, for more than 15 consecutive days, in that portion of this state that is outside the boundaries of the reservation where it is registered. (bn) In the registration application process in another state, province or country, if proof of the application for registration is carried on the operator and the snowmobile has not been in this state for more than 15 consecutive days. (c) Used exclusively for racing on a raceway facility. (d) Present in this state, for a period not to exceed 15 days, and if it is used exclusively as part of an advertisement being made for the manufacturer of the snowmobile. 

350.101 Intoxicated snowmobiling. 
(1) OPERATION. 
(a)Operating while under the influence of an intoxicant. No person may engage in the operation of a snowmobile while under the influence of an intoxicant to a degree which renders him or her incapable of safe snowmobile operation. (b) Operating with alcohol concentrations at or above specified levels. No person may engage in the operation of a snowmobile while the person has an alcohol concentration of 0.08 or more. (bm) Operating with a restricted controlled substance. No person may engage in the operation of a snowmobile with a detectable amount of a restricted controlled substance in his or her blood. (c) Operating with alcohol concentrations at specified levels; below age 19. If a person has not attained the age of 19, the person may not engage in the operation of a snowmobile while he or she has an alcohol concentration of more than 0.0 but not more than 0.08.
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