
Farmland Preservation

Conservation Standards



Current Dodge County Participation:

Total Value of Tax Credits: $725,478

Total Acreage Enrolled: 98159 acres

603 claims 
Data from WI Department of Revenue, 2014

Landowner Participant Benefits:

-$5.00/acre

-$7.50/acre  

-$10.00/acre

(Payment of deeded acre-not cropland 

acre)

Dodge County Benefits:

-Strong Ag sector economy

-Jobs

-Conservation practices get installed

Zoning



Farmland Preservation Program: 

Soil & Water Conservation Standards

Land Conservation uses this checklist to 

check for compliance with statewide soil & 

water conservation standards.

14 Conservation Standards 

Currently.

$$ Cost Sharing may be available to 

help landowners comply with the 

standards.  Contact Land 

Conservation @ (920) 386-3660.



Farmland Preservation Program: 

Soil & Water Conservation Standards

Land owners (or their operators) must comply with the following 

conservation standards:

1. Conservation plan.  Crop rotation and tillage show soil meets “T”.

2. No Gully erosion.  Grassed waterways in concentrated flow channels.

3. Livestock access areas to waters of the state have adequate 

sod/vegetative cover.

4. New/altered manure storage structures must be built to standard.

5 & 6. Existing manure storage facilities must not leak or overflow.

7. No unconfined manure piles in Water Quality Management Areas.

8. Nutrient management plan.

9. Unused manure storage facilities must be properly closed.

10. No direct runoff from a feedlot to surface waters.

11. Clean water must be diverted from feedlots, manure storage & 

barnyards in water quality management areas.

12. 5 foot tillage setback from surface waters.

13. All cropland and pastures have phosphorus index of 6 or less.

14. No significant discharge of “Process Wastewater”.



Farmland Preservation Program: 

Soil & Water Conservation Standards

1. Conservation plan.  Crop rotation and tillage methods show soil erosion meets tolerable level.

-Crop Rotation

-Contour farming

-Contour Strip-cropping

-Residue Management

-Mulch tillage, Strip-Till 

&   No-Till planting

-Cover crops



Farmland Preservation Program: 

Soil & Water Conservation Standards
2.  No Gully erosion.  Grassed waterways in concentrated flow channels.



Farmland Preservation Program: 

Soil & Water Conservation Standards

3.  Livestock access areas to waters of the state have adequate sod/vegetative cover.

Stream banks protected 

with adequate vegetative 

cover  to prevent erosion 

or fence cattle out.



Farmland Preservation Program: 

Soil & Water Conservation Standards

4.  New/altered manure storage structures must be built to standard.



Farmland Preservation Program: 

Soil & Water Conservation Standards

5.  Existing manure storage facilities must not leak.



Farmland Preservation Program: 

Soil & Water Conservation Standards

6.  Existing manure storage facilities must not overflow.  



Farmland Preservation Program: 

Soil & Water Conservation Standards

7.  No unconfined manure piles in Water Quality Management Areas.  (300 feet from a stream or 

river, 1000 feet from a lake, pond or flowage, or areas susceptible to groundwater contamination.)



Farmland Preservation Program: 

Soil & Water Conservation Standards

8.  Nutrient management plan.  Includes livestock farms and crop farms.

-Maps -Soil samples

-Nutrient crediting for manure and legumes

-UW recommendations to determine optimal 

fertilizer rates

-Phosphorus strategy

-Grassed waterways to protect concentrated 

flow areas from gullies.



More on Nutrient Management

 Crop Fertility

Plan

 Crop nutrient needs

 Soil test levels

 Legume and/or 

manure credits

 Commercial fertilizers 

to balance crop 

nutrient needs

 Manure Management 

Plan – Your Risk 

Management Plan

 Total manure produced

 Rate of application

 Timing and placement

 Manure spreading 

maps

 Keep manure from 

contaminating surface 

& groundwater



More on Nutrient 

Management:

Manure Spreading



Farmland Preservation Program: 

Soil & Water Conservation Standards

9.  Unused manure storage facilities must be properly closed.



Farmland Preservation Program: 

Soil & Water Conservation Standards

10.  No direct runoff from a feedlot to surface waters.



Farmland Preservation Program: 

Soil & Water Conservation Standards

11.  Clean water must be diverted from feedlots, manure storage & barnyards in water quality 

management areas.  (300 feet from a stream or river, 1000 feet from a lake, pond or flowage, or 

areas susceptible to groundwater contamination.)

Roof Gutters



Farmland Preservation Program: 

Soil & Water Conservation Standards

12. 5 foot tillage setback from surface waters.



Farmland Preservation Program: 

Soil & Water Conservation Standards

13. All cropland and pastures have phosphorus index of 6 or less. (6 lb/acre of Phos. runoff?).



Farmland Preservation Program: 

Soil & Water Conservation Standards

14.  No significant discharge of “Process Wastewater”.  (Silage leachate & milkhouse waste).



Farmland Preservation Program: 

Soil & Water Conservation StandardsRainfall Simulator



Farmland Preservation Program: 

Soil & Water Conservation Standards
Cover Crops, Residue Less Residue,      no 

residue

Runoff Unacceptable

Little Infiltration


